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The stories in this book are the outcomes of the Leading the Change: 
Stories from the Field writing training held by WWF Indonesia for its 
partners in 4 provinces, namely Aceh, Jambi, Lampung, and North 
Kalimantan. The stories in this book are presented in the forms of articles 
and videos. The training was held online for 2 months, from November to 
December 2020.

Why those 4 provinces? Because the partners of WWF in those 4 
provinces advocate the communities in issues related to renewable 
energy. They are the Aceh Geothermal Forum (AGF) and Aceh Youth 
Environmental Forum (AYEF) in Aceh, and the Indonesian Conservation 
Community (Komunitas Konservasi Indonesia or Warsi) in Jambi. There is 
also Rumah Kolaborasi (RuKo) and Pionir Bulungan Foundation in North 
Kalimantan.

This training aimed to equip WWF’s partners with necessary skills to write 
their experiences from the field and produce videos. These renewable 
energy activists have extensive experience and stories to tell the public.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the training was held online by combining 
theory and practice. The lecture was conducted with all participants from 
the 4 provinces using the Zoom application. For the practice, some of the 
participants went to the field by implementing the health protocols. 
Unfortunately, some others were not able to go, such as those in North 
Kalimantan, because the region was declared a red zone. However, such 
a condition did not reduce the essence of the training, for the participants 
already had vast experience and information required to write their 
articles.

The outcomes of this training are 9 articles and 4 videos that show the 
activities held by these partners of WWF. Some of the stories present the 
local communities’ local wisdom in managing forests (social forestry),  

Stories from The Field

4

Foreword



a coffee plantation that uses solar panel technology, etc. There are also 
articles that present the people’s concerns and hopes for large renewable 
energy projects around them.

The articles and videos from these partners are interesting to read and 
watch because they were produced by the advocates of the communities 
(WWF’s local CSO partners). The viewpoints from which these advocates 
tell their stories are closer to the people. One of the advantages of these 
advocates is that they have built closer relationships and trust with the 
local communities, making the content flow smoothly and naturally. 
Furthermore, they can articulate the people’s aspiration in the forms of 
articles and videos that are easy for the public to understand.

These community advocates are different from journalists, who usually 
work with time constrictions and have no intimate emotional relationship 
with the people, allowing the possibility of bias. On the other hand, stories 
that are written by the people themselves may not be well-articulated and 
easy for the public to understand. This is where the community advocates 
play their strategic role—understanding the people’s aspirations and 
expressing them to the public accurately.

Congratulations to all participants who have participated in the training 
and produced interesting videos and pieces of writing that the public can 
listen and read. Keep producing works that voice the local communities’ 
aspirations. Thanks to WWF Indonesia who has facilitated this training 
and the other 2 fellow facilitators, Sasmito Madrim and Joni Aswira.

Let us enjoy these articles and videos from these fellow community 
advocates and reflect upon the stories.

Bayu Wardhana
Editor and Facilitator
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That day, a light drizzle and mist shrouded Sidorejo Hamlet, Ngarip 
Village, Ulu Belu District, Tanggamus Regency, Lampung. The rainfall in 
the region is relatively high. The village that sits at the foot of Rindingan 
hill is located at 1,000-1,250 meters above sea level.

The freezing temperature of 18 degrees Celsius at around 7 in the 
morning did not hold Srek Wiyati (41) back from producing coffee with 
Srikandi Maju Bersama Multipurpose Cooperative (KSU). Srek, with the 
other 17 members, established KSU Srikandi in 2015. Their goals are to 
help the women coffee farmers become more independent and bolster 
the economy of the people around the village. To date, there are 235 
members of the KSU.

As Srek was sorting the coffee, she recounted the difficult times before 
KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama was established. “Before 2015, the economy 
of these farmers [coffee farmers] was ailing, amburadul (messy), we 
couldn’t manage our finances,” Srek said on Sunday, 20th of December 
2020.

The farmers frequently lost control of their finances during the harvest 
seasons. More often than not, they spent all of their earnings from the 
harvest for their daily necessities. Meanwhile, coffee is an annual crop 
that requires 8-11 months from germination until it is ready for harvest. 
Consequently, during famine, these farmers had to get loans to fulfill their 
daily needs.

KSU SRIKANDI : 
CREATING 
INDEPENDENT 
COFFEE FARMERS
By: Derri (Rumah Kolaborasi)
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“The harvest season occurs only once, lasting for 3-4 months at most. 
After that, we owe money to the warung (small grocery shops) for our daily 
needs,” Srek said. She continued by saying that no matter how much the 
farmers earned in the harvest seasons, they would spend the money to 
pay off the debts from the famine.

According to Srek, before KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama was established, 
during a long famine, the farmers had to borrow money from various 
lenders to pay their children’s tuition or buy new clothes for Eid.

Chief among the efforts done by KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama to overcome 
such an issue is to provide training on household management. With 
guidance from Rumah Kolaborasi (RuKo), a consortium for community 
and environmental empowerment actors based in Lampung, the 
members of KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama can educate themselves about 
household management.

“The spirit of this household management is to make people understand 
their own income and expenses. Hence, a balance between the two can 

KSU Srikandi : Creating Independent Coffee Farmers

A visit at the coffee plantation
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be achieved,” said Heri Hermiatono, RuKo activist, Friday, 18th of 
December 2020.

According to Heri, family is the smallest form of organization. Therefore, 
with household economic management, people will understand what they 
need to improve and reduce. “So, these farmers will be aware of their 
unnecessary expenses,” Heri said.

The farmers tend to not be able to distinguish between their needs and 
wants. As a result, they have no money left from their earnings to save. 
Saving money has yet to become their priorities. Meanwhile, in certain 
urgent conditions when they are often faced with difficulties, they have no 
savings. They only save when they have some leftover money from the 
harvest. Yet almost all of their earnings have been used to clear the 
previous debts. “Saving should be done by setting aside your money first 
before spending, instead of saving the leftover money after expenses,” 
Heri added.

Sunariyah (37), one of the coffee farmers and members of KSU Srikandi 
Maju Bersama, stated that her family was struggling to save money before 
she knew about the cooperative. “We were confused, we wanted to save 
but didn’t know how, people said we must have a lot of money to save in 
a bank, but we are economically disadvantaged people, so we are afraid,” 
Sunariyah said, Saturday, 19th of December 2020. Now, she can save her 
money in bits at KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama.

Sunariyah also admitted that her family had to borrow money to fulfill their 
daily necessities. This is because her family did not save enough money 
from the harvest seasons. “Now, every harvest season, we start to set 
aside our earnings for saving. In the future, we can use it whenever 
needed,” Sunariyah said.

KSU Srikandi : Creating Independent Coffee Farmers
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In addition to giving training, KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama also has a 
coffee powder business unit. The product’s name is “Kopi Srikandi”. Sri 
Wahyuni (46), the Head of KSU Srikandi, stated that forming this business 
unit required a lengthy struggle.

Establishing a Coffee Powder Business Unit



“We received training on cooperative from Rumah Kolaborasi (RuKo) and 
WWF. About 30 people participated but only 18 were willing to establish 
this KSU,” Sri Wahyuni said, Saturday, 19th of December 2020.

There was still a stigma attached to cooperatives by the coffee farmers. 
They were afraid to join because they feared that their money would be 
embezzled.

“It was difficult to convince them [the farmers]. So, we persuaded them by 
showing our activities at KSU Srikandi. So, they could see the benefits of 
joining KSU Srikandi,” Sri said.

The coffee is dried under a solar dryer dome
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In its early production, Kopi Srikandi relied on its members’ contribution 
of as much as 5 kg of coffee. One kg was used as an experimental 
ingredient. Meanwhile, the other 4 kg was used for production.

Kopi Srikandi is already well-known in several regions in Indonesia. Its 
marketing has penetrated some cities like Serang, Bogor, Riau, and 
Palembang. Kaesang Pangarep, the youngest son of the President of the 
Republic of Indonesia, even once visited the production unit of Kopi 
Srikandi.

“We are currently preparing to export our products to Korea. We are 
applying for its certification,” Sri said.

4 kg was used for 
production

1 kg was used as an
experimental ingredient



Sri Wahyuni (46), the Head of Srikandi Maju Bersama Multipurpose 
Cooperative (KSU), wiped her eyes with her left hand. Her eyes brimmed 
with tears as she recounted the early days of establishing the cooperative 
in Ngarip Village, Ulu Belu District, Tanggamus Regency, Lampung.

At the beginning, Sri had to spare a considerable amount of her time for 
various meetings. It was difficult for her to get approval from her husband, 
for she must sacrifice a lot of time taking care of their children at home.

“My husband’s approval was the hardest. I was used to other people’s 
nasty comments and derision. Especially in the early days when we often 
held meetings. They often questioned what I would get from those,” the 
mother of two said. 

Prior to the establishment of KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama, RuKo (Rumah 
Kolaborasi) gave training for the women’s group. At that time, Sri was able 
to gather 30 participants from 8 hamlets.

Sri Wahyuni should be appreciated for her efforts in establishing 
KSU Srikandi. It was not an easy process, especially for her as a 
mother and wife, to be an initiator of women’s empowerment in 
her community at the same time.

THE INITIATOR WOMAN
FROM ULU BELU
By: Chairul Rahman Arif (Rumah Kolaborasi)
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The difficulty of gaining trust from her fellow community members 
became her formidable foe in establishing Srikandi, especially because 
they were not familiar with the mentor of the training. 

From those 30 training participants, only 18 members remained to form 
the group. However, Sri did not give up. She passed on to these remaining 
18 members the same zeal for the cause.

“To convince them, I asked those who were already convinced to convince 
the others. So, over time, and as we do our activities, they can see for 
themselves,” Sri said.

The highlight was the annual member meeting. Sri also invited 
prospective members to recruit. In this meeting, they disbursed their 
dividends (sisa hasil usaha or SHU). The prospective members began to 
build their trusts in KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama.

“At that time, many community members started to become interested in 
joining Srikandi. By the end of the year, the number of our members had 
grown from 18 to 60.”

Sri Wahyuni, the Head of Srikandi Maju Bersama Multipurpose Cooperative

The Initiator Woman From Ulu Belu
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Under Sri’s leadership, KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama is growing actively. 
Her fellow members and she frequently receive multiple benchmarking 
visits from other groups. Additionally, KSU Srikandi Maju Bersama 
became a model of a successful group to others.

“We have to be able to share and spread what we have, the knowledge we 
have acquired, and we want to contribute to the community around us 
and other villages,” Sri said.

Sri’s efforts seem to be bearing fruit. In addition to KSU Srikandi Maju 
Bersama gaining recognition from many people, she also received an 
award from the Office of Women’s Empowerment and Child Protection as 
an initiator woman from Lampung.

“I wasn’t expecting that, I hope that a group like Srikandi does not exist 
only in Ngarip Village, but also replicated by other Pekons (villages),” Sri 
said.

The Initiator Woman From Ulu Belu

14

By the end of the year, the 
number of KSU Srikandi

 members had grown to 60

Only 18 members remained
to form the group

Started with 30 participants
from 8 hamlets



I was not fully recovered after arriving last night from Bandar Lampung 
city. The four-hour journey rendered me tired until the next morning, plus 
the chilly weather and fine drizzle. I enjoyed the morning with a cup of 
warm coffee, nevertheless.

But the weather that morning was fine for Pak (Indonesian honorific for an 
older male, short for Bapak) Sugeng. He was already seen walking with a 
sack of coffee beans carried on his shoulders.

“I’m going to dry these,” Pak Sugeng said.

I was perplexed, because the rain had not really stopped. I jumped out of 
my seat and followed Pak Sugeng’s lead to accompany him to dry the 
coffee beans. I was wrong. I initially thought that Pak Sugeng was going to 
scatter them on a tarp, and then spread it out on the ground.

No. Under that dome was a coffee-drying technology. What is that? Pak 
Sugeng uses a carbon-based facility with a solar panel to absorb the 
sunlight. This facility has a half-of-a-sphere dome-like shape that houses 
several shelves, in which the picked coffee beans are dried.

I followed him inside the facility. “It’s so warm,” I said to myself. I saw four 
rows of shelves containing coffee beans that had started to turn black, 
signifying that they were almost completely dried.

“Drying is the most integral part in the whole process of producing coffee 

SOLAR DRYER DOME 
COFFEE: AN ADVANCED 
SOLUTION TO DRYING 
COFFEE
By: Elza Novelia Savira (Rumah Kolaborasi)
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beans,” Pak Sugeng said, and we continued to converse. While selecting 
and sorting the beans that were ready to be placed inside the facility, Pak 
Sugeng told me a story about how it was innovated.

This innovation started with support from Rumah Kolaborasi, a civil 
community organization in Lampung Province, given to coffee farmers. 
The spirit was to foster an environmental awareness and economic 
efficiency among the people, especially in Ulu Belu region, Tanggamus 
Regency, Lampung Province. From this spirit, an environment-friendly 
drying facility that utilizes solar energy was born, which was later named 
as the Solar Coffee Dryer Dome.

This facility can dry coffee beans in 10 days with a total capacity load of 
450 kg. As a result, the drying process that usually takes more than 1 
month can be done much faster.

“This facility relies 100% on the sunlight during the day and uses the 
previously absorbed sunlight at night stored in a battery for the lights,” 
said Pak Sugeng Widodo, who is responsible for managing the solar dryer 
dome coffee.

Another advantage of the coffee dome, Pak Sugeng added, is that it 
produces better, brighter, and drier coffee beans due to the accelerated 
drying process, as opposed to the usual dullish and yellowish coffee 

Drying the coffee under the solar dryer dome

Solar Dryer Dome Coffee: An Advanced Solution to Drying Coffee
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beans in the conventional drying method.

However, the use of this facility depends on the weather. An unfavourable 
weather will affect the drying process. Despite that, this machine also 
helps the surrounding community by producing dried coffee beans with 
the best quality, hence bolstering the economy of the people in the village. 
The main focus is to dry red colored beans, which are usually called coffee 
cherries.

“We are also hoping that the farmers will be given more facilities because 
we feel that it has a considerable impact in improving the quality of the 
coffee, which results in the improvement of our economy,” Pak Sugeng 
added.

His hope is indeed reasonable. The better the quality of the coffee, the 
more satisfied the consumers.

“Demand for coffee will increase,” Pak Sugeng said. He added that the 
people will surely benefit from this facility. The lengthy process of drying 
coffee can be shortened with this facility in order to fulfill the demands for 
high-quality coffee from the market.

Solar Dryer Dome Coffee: An Advanced Solution to Drying Coffee
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The sun shines onto the carbonate layer 
that overlays the dome and solar panel

The carbonate 
layer becomes 
heated and 
dries the coffee 
beans 
underneath

The electricity from the solar panel is 
stored in a battery to power up the lights 
that maintain the temperature under the 
dome and turn on the temperature 
sensor

The exhaust 
system can be 
controlled to 
regulate the 
inside 
temperature
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This video highlights the story of the coffee farmers in Ulu Belu Village, 
Lampung, who use a solar dryer dome technology or solar-powered drying 
machine. Ulu Belu coffee is known for its aroma of palm sugar. Before 
owning a solar dryer dome, the Ulu Belu coffee farmers only relied on the 
sunlight during the day. Consequently, the drying process was suboptimal, 
because this village is located in a mountainous area with a cold 
temperature. However, with the solar dryer dome, there was an 
improvement in the quality of their dried coffee. Its selling price has also 
doubled or tripled.

VIDEO

Sunlight for Coffee

https://s.id/suryauntukkopi

Solar Dryer Dome Coffee: An Advanced Solution to Drying Coffee

Synopsis
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The pleasant aroma of coffee beans wafted out from the coffee roasting 
and grinding machines in Ngarip Village, Ulu Belu District, Tanggamus 
Regency, Lampung. The aroma emanated from the robusta coffee beans 
that were being roasted. These black-colored beans were sprawled out in 
the roasting machine. Kopi Srikandi continues to gain its popularity and 
becomes well-known in Lampung.

I visited the site to see the whole process of producing coffee, from 
picking the beans to the final ready-to-consume product. The distance 
between Bandar Lampung and the location of Srikandi Maju Bersama 
Multipurpose Cooperative’s (KSU) production house is approximately 116 
kilometers. Coffee plants could be seen dominating the villagers’ 
plantations and yards. They looked green.

Almost every morning, the women members of KSU Srikandi Maju 
Bersama come to the production house. They monitor the availability of 
the coffee bean stocks, and some prepare the coffee powder packages.

The coffee plantations in Ngarip Village, Ulu Belu District, Tanggamus 
Regency are extensive—almost every house owns a coffee plantation. For 
them, coffee is a part of their life stories.

There is a story behind every process, starting from managing the land, 
removing weeds, pruning the trees, and picking, drying, husking, roasting, 
and grinding the beans, to packaging the instant coffee.

COFFEE THAT BOOSTS 
THE LOCAL ECONOMIES
By: Edi Sabarudin (WWF Indonesia/Rumah Kolaborasi)
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Sri Wahyuni, the Head of Srikandi Maju Bersama Savings and Enterprise 
Cooperative, said that it is better to visit around August-September if we 
are interested in seeing the coffee-picking process or even experiencing it 
ourselves with the farmers, because those months are the harvest 
season. Coffee trees usually start to bear fruits around May, where some 
farmers begin to pick the coffee cherries. “In the last year, farmers chose 
to pick coffee cherries more,” she said.

In addition to coffee processing, this cooperative also provides its 
members with savings and loan services for productive ventures.

KSU Srikandi serves as a platform to improve the economy of the people 
in Ngarip Village. One of the benefits is to increase the income of its 
members who endeavor to establish business units.

There are several mutual agreements to adhere in order to become a 
member of KSU Srikandi membership:

Coffee that Boosts The Local Economies
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Paying the one-time application fee Rp 20,000

Rp 250,000

Rp 10,000

Flexible

Depositing the main saving

Depositing the mandatory saving

Depositing the voluntary saving



The main and mandatory savings can be withdrawn when the member 
decides to opt out of the membership, whereas the voluntary saving can 
be withdrawn any time by submitting a request one month prior to the 
withdrawal.

KSU Srikandi held its first meeting on Sunday, 2nd of August 2015, and 
welcomed 13 new members, hence a total of 28 members with a total 
saving of Rp 9,750,000. Later, in the fifth meeting on Wednesday, 2nd of 
December 2015, KSU Srikandi welcomed 60 new members with a total 
saving of Rp 41,632,000.

KSU Srikandi was legalized by the Ministry of Cooperatives and Small 
and Medium Enterprises of the Republic of Indonesia on 20th of 
February 2018 as Koperasi Produsen Srikandi Maju Bersama, with the 
Legal Entity Number: 007438/BH/M.KUKM.2/II/2018. In only 2 years, 
the number of its members had grown to 236 members with a total saving 
of as much as Rp 514,447,000 (end of 2019).

KSU Srikandi alone was able to initiate a coffee powder business unit 
consisting of 13 members. In accordance with the agreement made 
between the members, they collect coffee as the capital of the business 
unit, with each person contributing 5 kg, from which 1 kg is used for 
experimental purposes and the other 4 kg is stored in a depot designed 
specifically for the members, priced at Rp 20,000 per kg of coffee and 
has been produced until now.

Kopi Srikandi, packaged and ready to sell

Coffee that Boosts The Local Economies
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KSU Srikandi always maintains the quality of their coffee beans and 
implements several sorting stages, and only those with super quality will 
be processed and sold both within and outside the region. By early 2019, 
Srikandi coffee powder had gained its popularity in various regions in 
Indonesia, especially in Lampung Province itself, where Srikandi coffee 
powder is consumed by many. KSU Srikandi also markets their coffee 
powder in Serang, Jakarta, Bogor, and Pekanbaru.

Starting to Gain Popularity

Ready-to-harvest coffee beans

Coffee that Boosts The Local Economies
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“Ding…dong…ding…dong…” the clock in my boarding house room 
chimed. Exactly at eight o’clock in the morning, it was time to go. Yes, to a 
hot spring we had planned some time ago. It usually takes almost four 
hours to get to this bathing place by car. That includes a brief stop at a 
minimarket to buy some snacks to enjoy on the trip.

This hot spring is located in Pagar Alam Village, Ulu Belu District, 
Tanggamus Regency. I had travelled 117 km from the center of Bandar 
Lampung city. Woww, throughout the journey, I was treated to beautiful 
sceneries, such as the vast rice field landscapes, encircling chain of 
mountains, as well as the hustle and bustle of the villages.

KSU Srikandi held its first meeting on Sunday, 2nd of August 2015, and 
welcomed 13 new members, hence a total of 28 members with a total 
saving of Rp 9,750,000. Later, in the fifth meeting on Wednesday, 2nd of 
December 2015, KSU Srikandi welcomed 60 new members with a total 
saving of Rp 41,632,000.

KSU Srikandi was legalized by the Ministry of Cooperatives and Small 
and Medium Enterprises of the Republic of Indonesia on 20th of 
February 2018 as Koperasi Produsen Srikandi Maju Bersama, with the 
Legal Entity Number: 007438/BH/M.KUKM.2/II/2018. In only 2 years, 
the number of its members had grown to 236 members with a total saving 
of as much as Rp 514,447,000 (end of 2019).

KSU Srikandi alone was able to initiate a coffee powder business unit 
consisting of 13 members. In accordance with the agreement made 
between the members, they collect coffee as the capital of the business 
unit, with each person contributing 5 kg, from which 1 kg is used for 
experimental purposes and the other 4 kg is stored in a depot designed 
specifically for the members, priced at Rp 20,000 per kg of coffee and 
has been produced until now.
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THE BEAUTY OF THE 
ULU BELU HOT SPRING
By: Putri Dwi Mei Kartini (Rumah Kolaborasi)

± 117 kmBandar
Lampung

Ulu Belu
Hot Spring



How breathtaking. Maybe this is the attraction. Extra perks that we can 
savor during the journey before arriving at the hot spring.

Access to the site was fairly easy. The roads leading to the location were 
all smoothly paved. Indeed, with an adequate Internet signal, we could 
make use of an online map, or what we usually call as Google Maps.

Besides private transport, we can also go to this place by taking a 
Rajabasa-Talang Padang public minivan, continued by hailing an ‘ojek’ 
(motorcycle taxi) or another public minivan to Ulu Belu. The ticket to the 
hot spring is also relatively affordable, costing only Rp 25,000 for a car 
and Rp 15,000 for a motorcycle.

As we arrived at the location, we were welcomed by a stunning scenery of 
green hills, resembling a crater that palisades the hot spring underneath. 
The bubbles from the boiling water generated steam that binded with the 
distinct smell of sulfur.

“Ohhhh, so good,” I dipped my toes into the water as I took a deep breath 
in the bath. The warmth that blended with the sulfur seemed to help 
reduce my tiredness and cold from the trip. “Very warm and comfortable,” 
I said to myself.

I mingled with other groups who arrived before us. Some of them were 
boiling eggs to eat with their families. Some others were enjoying the fine 
breeze coming through the crevices on the walls of the shacks provided 
by the management.

The Beauty of The Ulu Belu Hot Spring
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The local people and tourists come here not only for travelling or 
recreational purposes. They also visit this place to treat their skin 
conditions due to its high level of sulfur.

“We came here for recreational purposes with the family and to take a 
bath in the hot spring because the sulfur can cure rashes and relax our 
body”, said Mas (Javanese honorific for a male stranger) Sidik, one of the 
local tourists we met at the hot spring.

Mas Sidik’s family also brought some eggs to cook in the naturally boiling 
water.

“We are allowed to bring some eggs here, Mbak (Javanese honorific for a 
female stranger). Just boil them in the water, put them into a plastic bag, 
wait a minute, and it’s ready to eat,” Sidik added.

Boiling eggs has become a somewhat mandatory activity when visiting 
this place. Visitors can bring their own eggs from home or buy them to be 
boiled at the location. The visitors can boil the eggs themselves, or the 
seller can boil the eggs for them.

Unfortunately, trash is everywhere, marring the beauty of this tourist 
object. The management should provide more trash bins and put up 
warning signs. If necessary, they should remind the visitors who litter.

The Ulu Belu hot spring

The Beauty of The Ulu Belu Hot Spring
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“Ugghhh,” before we knew it, dusk had approached. It was time to end the 
fun and head back home. One thing for sure, I would visit this place again 
someday in the future.

There is a hot spring in Ulu Belu. Many people visit this bathing place, be 
it for recreational or healing purposes due to the sulfur content in the 
water, which is believed to be able to cure various medical conditions. 
This place has a huge potential, but it is not looked after properly and 
there is garbage everywhere. More attention should be put into Ulu Belu 
Hot Spring to make it a cleaner and more pleasant tourist attraction that 
benefits the surrounding community.

VIDEO

The Ulu Belu Hot Spring

https://s.id/AirPanasUluBelu

Synopsis

The Beauty of The Ulu Belu Hot Spring
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Youth are agents of change. In the hands of young people, a nation’s 
movements for change can happen. Looking back at the history of the 
birth of Indonesia, youth was an integral part in the nation’s fight for 
independence from colonialism.

After the independence, specifically in 1998, youth’s central role as 
agents of change was proven once again through a reform movement 
initiated by the students to force the New Order regime to step down 
because they were deemed incompatible with the noble dream of 
independence.

The existence of youth also becomes a power to ameliorate the nation’s 
conditions through ideas and improved fighting spirit to solve the 
increasingly complex issues. Youth as agents of change in the present day 
should play a pivotal role in seeking solutions towards multifarious issues 
in the country.

We all know that Indonesia is currently facing a plethora of problems, 
including poverty, poor education, corruption, and many more. In 
addition, Indonesia is also plagued by an energy crisis in the future. If this 
problem is not solved immediately using concrete measures, Indonesia 
will face incredibly serious problems.

The Aceh Youth Environmental Forum (AYEF) as an organization that is 
engaged in campaigning for renewable energy continues to seek 
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solutions towards the problems faced by the nation. In regard to the 
energy crisis, the AYEF has held a discussion with students, entitled 
entitled “Understanding the Use of Renewable Energy and Environmental 
Conservation”, on 24th of October 2020.

The event was aimed to foster awareness and adopt practical measures 
that would be taken by youth through a movement of young people with 
energy awareness, which is accomplished by doing energy-saving 
campaigns and later will be geared towards building, maintaining, and 
conserving renewable energy. Additionally, this event was also hoped to 
develop young people to become agents of change in their respective 
regions, so that their existence would serve as a solution towards energy 
crisis issues that will be the nation’s major challenges in the future.

Renewable energy is a new hope for youth. Indonesia is a piece of heaven 
that God created on earth. The beauty and natural wealth contained 
therein, if managed well and properly, will be an immeasurable blessing 
for all of its inhabitants.

God has also bestowed upon Indonesia abundant and diverse sources of 
energy, both fossil and renewable energy. However, serious attention 
should be put into the fact that Indonesia’s fossil fuel reserves are 
depleting, as demands for energy continue to increase to fulfill the 
humans’ needs, such as for power plants, industries, and various means 
of transportation.

AYEF’s on-site visit (before the pandemic)

Youth-Led Renewable Energy Movements in Aceh
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According to data released by the Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources (MEMR), the amount of Indonesia’s fossil fuel reserves is 
concerning. This is because Indonesia’s oil reserves will last only 12 
years. It is similar to coal reserves, which will last another 22 years. 
Meanwhile, natural gas reserves will last another 36 years.

From this data, Indonesia indeed should put more serious attention into 
developing renewable energy sources to reduce its reliance on the 
depleting fossil fuels. Therefore, concrete steps and awareness to reduce 
reliance on fossil energy should be taken by all parties, including the 
government.

If Indonesia continues to rely on fossil energy, it will be faced with an 
energy crisis. The only way out of this conundrum is to increase the 
utilization of abundant renewable energy sources that the nation 
possesses, which are water, sun, geothermal energy, biomass, ocean 
currents, and wind.

For example, wind power in Indonesia has a huge potential. Based on 
data from the MEMR’s official website, the potential of wind energy in 
Indonesia is up to 950 MW.

From this amount of energy, only a small portion is converted into 
electricity. Although there is no official data available from relevant 
institutions regarding the total capacity of wind turbines in Indonesia, 
there has been a considerable number of micro wind turbines 
constructed in recent years.

For instance, in 2007, wind turbines with a capacity of less than 800 
Watts were installed in 4 locations—3 units in Selayar Island, 2 units in 
North Sulawesi, 1 unit in Nusa Penida, and 1 unit in Bangka Belitung. 
Some micro turbines can also be found in various locations in Indonesia, 
such as Sumba Island (Palindi Hamlet in Kamanggih District, East 
Sumba), Rote Island, Karya Island, Pandansimo Beach in Bantul, and 
others. In general, micro wind turbines are used for lighting and water 
pumps for irrigation.

Efforts to develop renewable energy by the government are also currently 
in place. This is stipulated under the Presidential Regulation No. 5 of 
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2006 on National Energy Policy, which sets out the plans to manage 
national energy by 2025, in which 23% of the national energy mix is from 
renewable energy and 8.3% is from bioenergy.

The “Understanding the Use of Renewable Energy and Environmental 
Conservation” program initiated by the Aceh Youth Environmental Forum 
(AYEF) is in line with the government policies that aim to achieve the 
targets of developing and fulfilling renewable energy. Moreover, this event 
would foster youth’s awareness to save the depleting fossil energy. This 
movement to improve energy awareness will also be promulgated to all 
people.

Youth-Led Renewable Energy Movements in Aceh
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If this “Understanding the Use of Renewable Energy and Environmental 
Conservation” program is implemented by all young people, it will become 
a remarkable movement. This is because youths as a part of society have 
enormous influence in making social changes. The actualization of such 
an action will contribute positively towards the government’s efforts to 
overcome the energy crisis.

AYEF’s on-site visit (before the pandemic)

Youth-Led Renewable Energy Movements in Aceh
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This video shows the Acehnese youth’s understanding about renewable 
energy. The AYEF (Aceh Youth Environmental Forum) as a youth 
organization frequently makes campaigns and promotes renewable 
energy to young people in Aceh. Some of AYEF’s activities and youths’ 
testimonials on renewable energy are presented in this video.

VIDEO

Acehnese Youth Talking about Renewable Energy

https://s.id/PemudaAYEF

Synopsis

Youth-Led Renewable Energy Movements in Aceh
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Aceh is one of the provinces located at the west end of Indonesia. It also 
lies in a strategic waterway, which is the entrance of the Strait of Malacca, 
an economically advantageous position that connects many of the 
world’s important shipping lanes. Therefore, Aceh needs to prepare its 
economic capabilities in terms of infrastructure and non-infrastructure, 
one of which is electrical infrastructure.

Currently, Aceh is still experiencing an electricity crisis and relies on 
another region, which is North Sumatra, for its electricity needs. On the 
other hand, Aceh has a huge potential to develop and use renewable 
energy for various purposes. Some of the sources are geothermal energy, 
hydropower, solar power, and bioenergy. The potentials of geothermal 
energy and hydropower are predicted to reach up to 1,115 MW and 2,863 
MW. Meanwhile, until 2017, Aceh’s needs for electricity were 675 MW. 
Hence, the potential of renewable energy in Aceh is much greater than the 
region’s needs.

Increasing the use of renewable energy in Aceh is in line with the 
Indonesian government’s vision that targets 23% renewable energy in the 
national energy mix by 2025 and 31% in 2050. This target is equal to 
45.2 GW of renewable power plants by 2025. Meanwhile, Aceh has a 
target to achieve 12.25% regional renewable energy mix by 2022. The 
Aceh government is optimistic to achieve this target because they have a 
huge potential in renewable energy. Such a commitment has been 
expressed several times on different occasions by the Aceh government 
in the discourse of renewable energy use.
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The government’s commitment both at the national and regional levels to 
develop and use renewable energy is manifested in various policies. This 
can be seen in Law No. 30 of 2007 on Energy, Government Regulation on 
National Energy Policy, Presidential Regulation on Acceleration of Power 
Infrastructure Development, and Law No. 12 of 2017 on Utilization of 
Renewable Energy Sources for Power. The national policies on energy are 
indeed translatable to regional regulations in accordance with the 
authority as regulated.

The rapid advances in technology have driven the increasing growth of 
industry and transport facilities. However, more than that, the increasing 
use of fuels, especially fossil fuels, also becomes a contributing factor. 
The increasing use of fuels, especially those derived from fossil fuels will 
further increase the carbon dioxide (CO2) as a result of the burning. As we 
all know, the CO2 gas is a fundamental component of the greenhouse 
gases, which is released approximately 18.35 billion tons every year. 
When the atmosphere is concentrated with more greenhouse gases, the 
insulator will retain more heat, hence causing global warming.

The Role of Civil Society Organizations in Supporting 
the Use of Renewable Energy

One of the potential locations with hydropower energy around Mount Seulawah
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Chief among the causes of global warming is the burning of fossil fuels, 
natural gases, and coal, which release CO2 and other gases known as 
greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. Global warming has become an 
international issue because its impacts jeopardize life on earth, some of 
which are the increasing global temperature, climate change, rising sea 
level, ecological disturbance, and other socio-political impacts.

The extended use of fossil energy has posed negative impacts on the 
global climate. This has encouraged many countries in the world, 
including Indonesia, to come up with various consensus and protocols to 
reduce the use of fossil energy as a strategy to overcome the 
ever-increasing global warming.

Based on these aforementioned considerations, Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) that focus on environmental and energy issues play 
their roles as a form of humanitarian responsibility to become a pivotal 
part of the efforts to save the earth for the future. This responsibility is 
manifested into strategic tasks as follows:

Organizing preparations for the communities, especially those living in 
the regions in which the renewable energy-based power plants are set to 
be established

Encouraging partnerships between the stakeholders as an effort to 
expedite the energy transition from fossil to renewable energy

Encouraging the development of fair and environment-friendly policies 
that prioritize the people’s welfare

Encouraging the development of renewable energy-based innovative 
models for the people’s economic activities

Designing a scheme and procedure for land dispute settlements

1

2

3

4

5
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On a small scale, CSOs prepare the society to be open to renewable 
energy, especially the potential sources in the environment around them. 
This effort is carried out by discussing various aspects related to 
renewable energy and planning the utilization of renewable energy on a 
small scale, especially for economic activity purposes for an efficient 
productivity of local commodities. Currently, the use of renewable energy 
at the village level has a strategic opportunity because it can be 
integrated into the activities in the medium-term village development 
plans (RPJM-Des) that can be funded from the village funds.

The Aceh Geothermal Forum (AGF) is a civil society organization that 
works on renewable energy issues. The main activity of the AGF is making 
campaigns on renewable energy for a target group that consists of 
mukim, gampong, youths, and students. Mukim is a government unit in 
Aceh. At present, the existence of mukim has been recognized through 
Law No. 11 of 2006 on the Governing of Aceh. Previously, Aceh Special 
Autonomy Law No. 18 of 2008 also recognized the existence of mukim as 
a government unit.

The smallest government unit in Aceh is called gampong. A group of 
several gampongs is called mukim. A gampong is represented by a 

Introducing the Model for Renewable Energy Use

The large stretches of forest around Mount Seulawah
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keuchik, the customary leader who has an authority to maintain their 
sovereignty over the ownership of environment and natural resources, 
rights to use natural resources, rights to participate in managing the 
environment, and administer a court to settle disputes. According to the 
law, gampong and mukim are legal entities that support the people’s 
rights and obligations. Mukim and gampong possess their own properties 
or assets in the form of buildings, lands, waters, and their environment.

In addition to campaigning for renewable energy, the AGF also develops 
the capacity of the people in the mukims and gampongs. Regarding this, 
the AGF focuses on mukims and gampongs that have renewable energy 
potentials and located within the Geothermal Working Areas (WKP). The 
AGF maps the area by mapping the mukims’ assets to identify the 
distribution of their assets, consisting of customary forests, communal 
lands, rivers, and locations that have renewable energy potentials. Then, 
the AGC also employs a participative approach to formulate regulations 
on Natural Resource Management (PSDA) and renewable energy at the 
mukim level. This aims to strengthen the people’s bargaining position to 
actively participate in making strategic policies related to the 
management and use of natural resources and renewable energy. There 
are three main points in the AGF’s efforts to strengthen the people’s 
capacity, which are to ensure environmental conservation, respect the 
people’s local wisdom, and ensure their welfare in utilizing and 
establishing renewable energy-based power plants in their regions.

AGF also organizes multi-party meetings that connect the people with 
other relevant parties involved in managing and developing renewable 
energy. These meetings are a necessary step to build understanding and 
accelerate the achievement of targets on renewable energy use. 
Furthermore, the AGC also lobbies the policy makers to ensure that the 
people’s rights and environment conservation are considered in making 
policies related to renewable energy.

Partnership is the most important key in developing and encouraging the 
use of renewable energy. Thus, the AGF also attempts to strengthen 
partnerships with strategic parties, one of which are universities. By doing 
so, the results of small-scale renewable energy-based studies can be 
implemented in society.

Using Renewable Energy to Improve The Economy of Rural Communities
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Since 2017, the AGF has introduced the models of renewable energy 
utilization for economic activities to the society. One of them is mushroom 
cultivation as a direct utilization model of geothermal energy. Moreover, 
the AGF has also introduced a salt production model based on solar 
energy. Renewable energy has a huge potential to be developed into 
various economic activity models that can yield improved commodities.

In the long run, the use of renewable energy as an economic activity 
model can be integrated into the Village Funds (Dana Desa or DD) 
scheme. Therefore, the use of village funds to bolster the villages’ 
economy and foster the people’s welfare based on renewable energy can 
be an alternative.

Using Renewable Energy to Improve The Economy of Rural Communities
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A Geothermal Power Plant is set to be constructed at the foot of Mount 
Seulawah in Aceh due to its enormous potential. This video shows the 
local people’s hopes and concerns related to the construction of the 
plant. They support the development of the power plant, as long as it does 
not damage the environment and disrupt their economic activities.

VIDEO

Geothermal Potential in Seulawah

https://s.id/PanasBumiSeulawah

Synopsis
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The gate to the Geothermal Working Area (WKP) in Sungai Penuh was 
seen wide open without a single officer in sight in mid October 2020. This 
gate is in Bintang Marak Village, Kerinci Regency, Jambi. This was a 
complete opposite to the condition when Warsi group visited in 2016. 
Tensions mounted between the indigenous people of Depati Nyato and PT 
Pertamina Geothermal Energy (PT DGE) as the developer of WKP Sungai 
Penuh.

The conflict arose because the company only authorized visits from 
journalists and mediators. Meanwhile, the customary figures were not 
allowed to visit. This offended the customary figures, causing them to 
force their way into the location via a shortcut from the village to catch up 
with the journalists. The meeting between the group of customary figures 
and workers of PT PGE on the road leading to cluster G ended in mayhem. 
Arguments broke out and they pushed each other.

This dispute was one of the conflicts that occurred between the 
indigenous people and PT PGE as the developer of WKP Sungai Penuh 
from 2015-2017. Various conflicts were caused by the land acquisition 
issues for the company’s exploration activities.

“The conflict wouldn’t have happened if the company had been willing to 
embrace the customary institutions,” said a customary figure of Depati 
Nyato, Asmar Haitami, when Warsi contacted him in December 2020.

The indigenous people of Depati Nyato and PT PGE both claimed 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY 
AND THE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE OF KERINCI
By: Neldy Savrino (WARSI)

40



ownership over a 4-hectare piece of land in a customary forest area, 
which happened to be the location for cluster G’s exploration. In 2015, 
the company cleared the land, which was purchased from a group of 
people claiming to be the owner of the communal land.

Asmar stated that the company never established communication with 
the indigenous people. He also said that, thus far, the customary area had 
always been preserved by the villagers of Talang Kemuning and Bintang 
Marak as a hulu aik (protected area). This is because the upstream area 
had been their source of water for daily needs.

Due to the riot that broke out in December 2016, PT PGE worker Marike 
a.k.a. Rike Pahrudin filed a report to police against the Secretary of 
Depati Nyato Customary Institution, Agustin Ali (51). The report was then 
acted upon by the Kerinci Regency Police by apprehending and arresting 
Agustin Ali on 3rd of February 2017. Ali was accused of abusing Marike 
and violating Article 351 of the Criminal Code.

Ali was investigated and detained for 21 days at the office of the Kerinci 
Police. During that course of time, the Kerinci Police also investigated the 
witnesses and completed the evidence to be submitted to the Sungai 
Penuh District Attorney. There were several people that testified for Ali, 
namely Asmar Haitami (Depati Reno), Hamdani (Depati Mudo), and 
Bening Soegianto (mediator).

The customary institution of Depati Nyato submitted a request for Ali’s 
suspension of detention. However, the Kerinci Police required the plaintiff 
and defendant to reconcile in order for the suspension to be approved. 
The Depati Nyato customary institution then immediately discussed this 
matter with the plaintiff. The effort failed because the plaintiff proposed 
conditions that the institution was not able to fulfill, which were to 
vindicate the Head of Bintang Marak Village (Halwati) and that the people 
of Talang Kemuning were not allowed to disturb PT PGE’s activities in 
cluster G.

Ali’s case was continued because the reconciliation failed. The Depati 

The Prosecution of a Member of Depati Nyato
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Nyato customary institution along with the Forum Energi Merangin Kerinci 
(Merangin Kerinci Energy Forum or ForMerci) through the Leading the 
Change support program hired lawyers to represent Ali. There were two 
lawyers appointed for the case, namely Maizarwin and Saharmadi. On 
17th of February 2017, Ali’s family also filed a report against Marike. 
However, because the evidence was considered insufficient, the report 
was not acted upon by the Gunung Raya Police.

Ali’s case dossier was declared complete (P21) and then given to the 
Sungai Penuh District Attorney. Agustin Ali was transferred to pre-trial 
detention on 31st of March 2017. The period of custody that extended for 
more than 3 months caused a psychological stress on Agustin Ali. 
Problems in his family, work, and the uncertainty in the trial process 
rendered Agustin Ali unstable.

Ali decided to stop using his lawyers and continued by representing 
himself in the trials. In addition, he also asked for a financial assistance 
of Rp 40 million from the Depati Nyato customary institution to ease his 
family’s economic burdens during the course of the trials.

Agustin Ali’s trial began on 2nd of May 2017 and was conducted 
consecutively. The examination of witness, evidence, charge, and verdict 
were all completed in less than a month. On 24th of May 2017, the panel 
of judges declared Agustin Ali guilty and sentenced him to three months 
and 21 days in prison. Reduced by the time already spent in custody, the 
next day, Agustin Ali could breathe freely.

Agustin Ali’s case exacerbated the relationship between the company and 
the indigenous people. The climax occurred when the villagers of Talang 
Kemuning and Bintang Marak took the streets in cluster G on 9th of 
March 2017. They demanded the company to recognize the location as 
Depati Nyato’s customary area and respect the customs.

Civil Protest
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The Head of Bukit Kerman District persuaded the conflicting parties to 
convene and seek a solution for the conflict on 13th of March 2017. The 
meeting was attended by the Depati Nyato customary institution, Head of 
Bintang Marak Village, and Tripika (three components of district 
leadership, which are the Head of District, Chief of District Police, and 
Commander of the army administrative unit at the district level). No one 
from PT PGE came to the meeting.

The Depati Nyato customary institution and Head of Bintang Marak 
Village reached a consensus that the location of cluster G is a customary 
forest area of Depati Nyato. Therefore, any PT DGE’s activities concerning 
the utilization of geothermal energy have to be approved by the Depati 
Nyato customary institution.

This consensus paved a new path in the efforts to settle the dispute. In 
the next meeting, PT DGE finally recognized the existence of the Depati 
Nyato customary institution. The company agreed and promised to involve 
the institution in every matter related to the customary area. One of the 
concrete steps taken by the company is paying the people a 
compensation for their land of 6,705 square meters used for the 
company’s roads.

People protesting at PT PGE on 9th of March 2017

Geothermal Energy and The Indigenous People of Kerinci

43



Jambi Province has various renewable energy potentials that can be 
developed, such as geothermal energy, hydropower, and solar energy. 
These potentials have encouraged Jambi Province to set a target of 24% 
New Renewable Energy (EBT) in the regional energy mix by 2025, as 
stipulated under Jambi Province Regional Regulation No. 13 of 2019 on 
Regional Energy General Plan (RUED). One of the main sources of 
renewable energy utilized to achieve the target is geothermal energy.

Geothermal Energy in the Sacred Land of Kerinci

Plot of Conflict

Geothermal Energy and The Indigenous People of Kerinci
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There are at least seven locations in Jambi Province that are identified to 
have geothermal potentials. These locations are spread from the east 
coast of Jambi Province to Bukit Barisan highlands in the west part of the 
province. The greatest potential is expected to be located in two of the 
Geothermal Working Area (WKP) locations, which are WKP Graho Nyabu 
in Merangin Regency and WKP Sungai Penuh in Kerinci Regency.

The development of WKP Sungai Penuh was confirmed through Decision 
Letter No. 2067 K/30/MEM/2012 with locations in Kerinci Regency 
(Jambi) and Pesisir Selatan Regency (West Sumatra). There are two 
potential points of this WKP, which are Semurup and Lempur with 
potential reserves of 158 MW and 150 MW respectively.

WKP Sungai Penuh is managed by PT PGE, a subsidiary of PT Pertamina 
(Persero) that has acquired approval to conduct the Preliminary Survey 
and Exploration Assignment (PSPE) from the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources, with an electricity production target of 2 x 55 MW.

PT PGE has finished drilling seven exploration wells between 2012-2019. 
However, by the end of 2019, all exploration activities of PT PGE in WKP 
Sungai Penuh were ceased. Quoting from the online media 
viraljambi.com , the Public Relations of PT PGE, Anshori, stated that the 
company would re-examine the exploration activities that had been 
carried out. Anshori admitted that the potential steam power from the 
exploration is less than the target of 50 MW.

Anshori added that PT PGE continues to strive to obtain the best result, 
although the potential is located within the area of the Kerinci Seblat 
National Park (TNKS). However, he said that the decision to continue the 
exploration in TNKS requires a study and approval from PT PGE in Jakarta.

PT PGE has yet to drill an exploration well within the area of the TNKS in 
WKP Sungai Penuh even though the utilization of geothermal energy in a 
conservation forest area is legally permitted. This is stipulated under Law 
No. 21 of 2014 on Geothermal Energy. Article 24 Paragraph 2 Point (a) 
Number 2 regulates activities for indirect utilization of geothermal energy 
in a conservation forest area. The article requires such activities to obtain 
approval from the Ministry of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of 
Indonesia.

Geothermal Energy and The Indigenous People of Kerinci
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To date, PT PGE has not submitted any permit application to the Main 
Office of the Kerinci Seblat National Park (BBTNKS) to conduct 
exploration activities within the area of TNKS. According to the Head of 
General Affairs Subsection of BBTNKS, Kamaruzaman, in accordance 
with Law No. 21 of 2014, exploration activities within the area of TNKS 
are allowed. For example, PT Supreme Energi Muaro Labuh has previously 
conducted exploitation activities in the area, by adhering to the applicable 
regulations.

Six locations of Geothermal Potential 
in Jambi Province
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However, BBTNKS is selective in issuing recommendation letters for the 
lend-use of forest area for geothermal development activities.

“We have received an application from PT Energy Development 
Corporation to carry out exploration activities in WKP Graho Nyabu, and 
BBTNKS is currently studying the permit application carefully,” 
Kamaruzaman said.

Kamaruzaman added that TNKS is a part of the Tropical Rainforest 
Heritage of Sumatra (TRHS). TNKS, along with the Gunung Leuser 
National Park (TNGL) and Bukit Barisan Selatan National Park (TNBBS), 
has been declared a world heritage site by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) since 2004.

Warsi has reached out to the Public Relations of PT PGE in regard with the 
continuance of the company’s exploration activity in WKP Sungai Penuh. 
However, PT PGE has yet to give any response as of the time of writing.

PT PGE’s exploration well
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The government is currently developing the Kayan River hydropower plant 
(PLTA) in North Kalimantan. This PLTA’s power capacity will stand at 9,000 
MW and is expected to start operating in 2025. However, the construction 
of this plant leaves some questions regarding the rights protection of the 
affected people living around the Kayan River.

The existence of the hydropower plant will undoubtedly have 
environmental and social impacts on the surrounding community. Several 
regions will be flooded, the river hydrology in both upstream and 
downstream areas will change, and it will also affect the social life of the 
surrounding community. The life patterns, such as the neighborhood, 
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Based on the interviews with the community in both villages, some people 
were already aware of the plan to develop the Kayan River hydropower 
plant, whereas some others were not. So far, information related to the 
construction plan had always been given by the company and village 
authorities.

business location, and occupation will also change. This condition should 
be understood by all parts, including how, for how long, and to what extent 
the impacts will affect the people. By understanding these impacts, all 
parts can take anticipatory measures.

Along the Kayan River, there are settlements that heavily rely on the river 
for their livelihoods and other basic needs. Long Pelban and Long Lejuh in 
Peso District, Bulungan Regency, North Kalimantan are the villages that 
are more directly affected by the construction of the Kayan River 
hydropower plant compared to the other villages under the dam. Both of 
these villages will be drowned. Indeed, the process to compensate for the 
land and relocate the people will take a long time. Among the things that 
should be taken into consideration in the development of the plant are 
the protection and recognition of the rights of the people living around the 
location of the Kayan River hydropower plant.

Long Pelban Village

49

The People’s Hopes for The Kayan River Hydropower Plant Development



There are various opinions from the people concerning the advantages of 
the Kayan River hydropower plant development. Some of them hope that 
they can enjoy 24-hour electricity because electricity remains limited in 
several parts of Peso District. “I hope that our village can get electricity for 
24 hours,” said Leting, the Head of RT (neighborhood unit) 2, Long Pelban 
Village.

In Long Bia, Long Peso, and Muara Pangean Village, electricity is only 
available for 12 hours, starting from 18.00 to 06.00. Electricity is even 
more limited in Long Lejuh and Long Pelban Village, being available from 
18.00 to 22.00/23.00 and generated using the villages’ communal 
diesel generators. Electricity is often cut out in these villages due to the 
fuel shortages and high price of solar fuel that can only be obtained from 
the downstream area, which is Tanjung Selor, the capital of North 
Kalimantan. However, the people still do not know for sure whether or not 
they will enjoy electricity from the Kayan hydropower plant.

Regarding the disadvantages of the plant construction, many people are 
still not aware that their lands (farms and plantations) and settlements 
will be drowned, so that they will be relocated to another area. Moreover, 
there will be cultural shifts, loss of natural resources that have been used 
by the people, and risks of dam failure.

The regency and provincial government, along with the construction 
contractor, should put attention to these considerations, so that they can 
provide the people with life insurance when they start their new lives after 
relocation.
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The ancestral grave of Long Lejuh Village
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Based on interviews with the villagers of Long Lejuh, most of them are still 
unsure whether they will be relocated to the KM 25 or KM 40 of the Naha 
Aya Central Axis Road. Some believe that they will be relocated to KM 25, 
and some others do not know about the relocation site.

“The villagers of Long Lejuh opt for a relocation site far from here, KM 25 
is an area that is good for agriculture, some already started to clear the 
lands there,” said Sulang, a Long Lejuh villager.

Likewise, the villagers of Long Pelban know that they are about to be 
relocated, but they have no idea about the site. The information 
circulating among the people says that they are going to be relocated to 
an area behind their village or across the river. Some of them wish to be 
relocated to the village behind Long Pelban not far from their current 
home.

In general, the community welcomes the development of the plant with 
several conditions, such as agreement between the company and the 
people, job opportunities for them, 24-hour electricity, fair compensation 
of land and crops without coercion, and others. Essentially, the people 
hope that the construction of the Kayan River hydropower plant will bring 
a betterment to their lives.

The Relocation Site for Long Pelban 
and Long Lejuh Village

Long Lejuh Village
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The Kayan River, which stretches 576 km, is the main axis that connects 
the upstream area of Bahau River in Malinau Regency to the downstream 
area of the Kayan River in Bulungan Regency. The upstream area 
functions as a waterway and source of food and non-wood forest products 
for the people, as well as a national park with a high value of 
conservation. Meanwhile, the downstream area functions as a provider of 
nutrients for the aquaculture farmers and mangrove ecosystem, and 
home to a wide range of aquatic animals and proboscis monkeys.

However, the watershed in the upstream area of the Kayan River serves 
as the habitat for many important species, such as wild banteng, leopard, 
honey bear, deer, and a source of livelihoods for the local people, which 
are dominated by the indigenous people.
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The Kayan River as the People’s Source of Livelihood
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In addition to being used as a waterway, the Kayan River is also a habitat 
for many species of fish. There are at least around 20 species of fish that 
the people consume as a source of protein. The river is also one of the 
places for the people to fulfill their daily needs. They use the river to clean 
themselves, wash their clothes, and as a source of clean water for 
drinking and cooking. Fish caught by the people are mostly silver catfish, 
silver barb, Mystus fish, padek fish, and besaen fish. The other types of 
fish caught are eels, glass catfish, and mit fish.
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The Kayan River as a waterway for the people
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Furthermore, the riparian area is also used by the people for agricultural 
activities, such as farming and planting perennial crops and vegetables. 
Other activities include gathering firewood, planting rice, and others.
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Using the riparian area as an agricultural land for the surrounding community
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People use the Kayan River to fulfill their daily needs and other 
activities, such as catching fish




