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PRESS RELEASE             For immediate release 
 

 
EARTH HOUR 2020 GOES DIGITAL IN SOLIDARITY WITH PEOPLE AND THE PLANET 

 

 To ensure public safety and show solidarity for those affected by COVID-19, Indonesia 
prepares to organize Earth Hour 2020 virtually 

 Communities, celebrities, companies, environmentalists and the government unite and 
pledge their support online for nature and people at https://www.earthhour.org/voice  

 

Jakarta, March 27, 2020 – In the midst of the global COVID-19 health crisis, Earth Hour marks a 
moment of solidarity for the planet as global communities unite and organize events digitally. 
Starting as a symbolic ‘lights out’ event in 2007, Earth Hour has grown to become a true grassroot 
movement exemplifying the power of people in driving seismic changes. Earth Hour 2020 will once 
again inspire individuals, businesses and organizations in over 180 countries and territories 
including Indonesia to renew their commitment to the planet. Indonesia will see its people from 
across the archipelago raise their voice to invite action on pressing environmental issues in their 
regions.  
 
WWF-Indonesia first organized Earth Hour in 2009 with main activities ranging from inviting people 
to turn off their lights and inessential electronic devices for one hour at home to switching off city 
icons. This year, entitled "Earth Hour at Home", the commemoration will be held simultaneously 
in 33 cities across Indonesia through social media namely Instagram Live by @ehindonesia on 
Saturday, March 28, 2020 at 20.30 - 21.30 local time. 
 
Biodiversity loss continues at an alarming rate. This encourages the Earth Hour 2020 campaign to 
focus on the importance of slowing the pace of biodiversity decline for the health of the earth and 
the well-being of the living things within. Especially this year there will be at least three world 
summits discussing the fate of nature that will influence world leaders in making decisions and 
important steps for biodiversity, climate change, and sustainable development. 
 
Furthermore, this year's Earth Hour facilitates the public to voice their hopes and commitments 
through an open letter at https://www.wwf.id/voice-planet titled "Voice for the Planet". Each 
individual can choose one or more environmental issues which according to the person is very 
urgent, namely plastic waste; transportation and energy; wildlife and forests; and water and food. 
The collected community voice is expected to be the basis and focus of work for state leaders and 
decision-makers, corporate leaders, institutions and organizations in responding to various 
environmental issues. 
 
“We are deeply saddened by the loss of lives from the COVID-19 outbreak in the world and 
Indonesia. Our thoughts are with the families who have lost loved ones or who are sick. In this hour 
of crisis, we need to unite now more than ever to safeguard our future and the future of our planet. 
It is a time for solidarity and a time to respond to challenges more creatively and work more 
collaboratively, which is why Earth Hour is being marked through digital events across the globe in 
the country,” said Acting CEO of WWF-Indonesia, Lukas Adhyakso. 
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"With nature loss continuing unabated, Earth Hour 2020 draws attention to the immediate need for 
halting nature and biodiversity loss for our health and well-being. The global moment comes ahead 
of world leaders scheduled to take critical decisions on nature, climate change and 
development. Earth Hour marks a pivotal opportunity for civil society members, citizens, leaders, 
CEOs and environmentalists to demonstrate the need for a New Deal for Nature and People by 
pledging their support at Voice for the Planet. In this challenging time, we must look after one 
another and the one home we all share - the imperative in making a difference for our collective 
future is now greater than ever,” he continued. 

Nature is the lifeline for the 7.6 billion people inhabiting planet Earth. It underpins our societies and 
economies and is one of our greatest allies in combating the climate crisis. But today nature is failing 
like never before. We are destroying the natural systems we rely on for our health and well-being 
faster than they can replenish themselves - jeopardizing our own survival and existence. Earth Hour 
2020 offers a key opportunity for all of us to join millions of people to raise their voice for securing 
an international commitment to stop and reverse the loss of nature.  
 
Earth Hour Indonesia Community Volunteer, Renny Widyanti, added, "Earth Hour for me applies 
every hour, every day, throughout the year. The determination to protect biodiversity in Indonesia 
and care for planet Earth has never been as great as it is today. We must maintain this momentum 
and we as young generation strive to make a real contribution. However, the spread of the Covid-
19 virus forces us to avoid massive and open public meetings, so let's gather virtually during Earth 
Hour to renew our commitment to the planet Earth we live in. Come join me and millions of people 
around the world to make this Earth Hour a moment of solidarity. Let's raise our collective voice to 
ensure a healthier, safer, fairer and more sustainable future of the Earth," she concluded. 
 

- END -  
 
Notes to Editor: 
 
Visit earthhour.wwf.id to find out about Earth Hour activities in Indonesia. Be a part of history by giving your Voice in the 
Voice for the Planet platform. Now is the time for us to determine a healthy, sustainable and more equitable future for 
all. 
 
Link to Earth Hour site earthhour.wwf.id  
Watch Earth Hour Video  
Link to Earth Hour 2019 photos 
Link for WWF’s New Deal for Nature and People 
Link for Earth Hour gifs on Giphy  
 
For further information, please contact: 
 Karina Lestiarsi, Media Relation Specialist, klestiarsi@wwf.id, 0852-181-616-83  
 Galih Aji Prasongko, Youth & Community Engagement Specialist, gprasongko@wwf.id, 0856-9240-0192  

 
EARTH HOUR 2020 in INDONESIA 

Initiated by WWF-Indonesia in 2009, the implementation of Earth Hour has been supported by partners in 128 cities 
and is driven by 2000 active volunteers spread across 33 cities, and supported by 2 million net citizens through digital 
activation. From 2014 to 2019, WWF-Indonesia and the Earth Hour community were actively involved in initiating 
conservation programs and had transplanted 1460 coral reefs at 5 locations in Bali and nurseries and mangrove planting 
of 13,110 seedlings in 6 regions: Bali, Surabaya, Balikpapan, Aceh, Tangerang, and Serang. 

At the commemoration of Earth Hour 2020 in Indonesia, WWF-Indonesia and the Earth Hour Community in 33 cities 
will focus on four main issues, including building collaborations for campaigns to reduce plastic waste in the ocean, 
promoting energy-saving and renewable energy campaigns, initiating young people's commitment to the consumer 
awareness development program for sustainable consumption patterns, as well as driving awareness-building 
campaigns related to biodiversity and anti-illegal trade campaigns of protected wildlife throughout Indonesia. 


