
 

WWF appoints Rizal Malik as Lead for the New Deal for Nature & People initiative for Asia 

Pacific 

  

Gland, Switzerland, 17 December 2019 -- Marco Lambertini, Director General, WWF 

International announced today the appointment of Rizal Malik as the Lead for delivering the WWF 

network’s call for a ‘New Deal for Nature & People’ in Asia Pacific. 

  

In this position, effective immediately, Malik will spearhead, within Asia Pacific, the WWF 

network’s call for a New Deal for Nature and People - a global deal where the highest levels of 

government, business and civil society work together for urgent, decisive worldwide action to halt 

biodiversity loss. With 2020 marking a milestone opportunity to converge the global sustainable 

development, climate and nature agendas, WWF is urgently calling for world leaders to deliver an 

agreed road map that recognizes the intrinsic link between the health of nature, the well-being of 

people and the future of our planet. 

 

Marco Lambertini said “As we face the huge challenge of halting and reversing biodiversity loss 

amid the global climate crisis, I am extremely pleased to appoint Rizal to this crucial leadership 

role, which will see him steer WWF’s call for a New Deal for Nature and People in one of the 

world’s most dynamic and potentially game-changing regions. The global community needs to 

urgently act to secure a future where people and nature can thrive together, and Rizal’s 

experience and passion will help guide WWF’s contribution toward achieving this ambition.” 

 

Prior to this appointment, Malik served as the CEO of WWF-Indonesia. Through his career 

spanning more than 30 years of experience in sustainable development, Malik has also been a 

Senior Technical Advisor on Sustainable Development Goals at the United Nations Development 

Programme and a Senior Communication Advisor at the World Bank, both in Indonesia. Before 

UNDP and the World Bank, Malik served as the Secretary General of Transparency International 

Indonesia. Rizal obtained his first degree in Communications from Padjadjaran University in 

Bandung, Indonesia followed by an MA degree in Development Studies from the University of 

East Anglia, in the UK. He has also pursued post-graduate courses at Cornell University and the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA. 

 

Alexander Rusli, Chairman,Board, WWF Indonesia Foundation, said “While we are sad to see 

Rizal leave, we are proud and congratulate him on his appointment. I believe, given the urgency 

of the challenges we face globally, there is no better person for this role. We will be seeking to 

appoint a new CEO in Indonesia and we thank Rizal Malik for his tireless efforts for WWF in 

Indonesia.”  

 

WWF has been working in Indonesia since 1962. At a time when the global nature and climate 

crises have particular impacts in and for Indonesia, WWF-Indonesia is committed to work with all 

parties for the progress of the nation and to build a future where people live in harmony with 

nature.  
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